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Family planning 


Jan. 8 is deadline for comments on Social & Rehabilita- 
tion Service’s (SRS) proposal to exclude therapeutic & non- 
therapeutic abortions from its list of family planning serv- 
ices for which the Federal Government will contribute 90% 
of the cost. However, Federal matching funds at a lower 
level—from 50% to 81%—would be available if a state’s 
Medicaid plan provides for abortions as a medical service. 


Proposed regulations implement Public Law 92-603, the 
Social Security amendments of 1972, Those amendments 
made family planning services mandatory rather than op- 
tional under Medicaid & increased the rate of Federal 
matching of state expenditures for these services to 90% 
(Medicaid is the Federal-state program of medical assist- 
ance to the poor.) The draft of the family-planning regu- 
lations published in June 1973 did not exclude abortion. 


The proposals continue the requirement for “freedom 
from coercion or pressure of mind & conscience, & free- 
dom of choice of method, so that individuals eligible under 
the plan for such services & supplies can choose in accord- 
ance with the dictates of their consciences.” 


Purpose of the proposals is to make it possible for in- 
dividuals of child-bearing age (including minors who may 
be sexually active) to decide how many children they want 
& how the children should be spaced. 


Under the proposed regulations, services & supplies 
would include: 

@ Consultation with a doctor, examination & continu- 
ing supervision. 

@ Necessary laboratory examinations & tests. 

@ Medically approved pharmaceutical supplies & de- 
vices to prevent pregnancy. 

@ Surgical procedures for voluntary sterilization. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 9, 1974, page 42919; June 
13, 1973, page 15582. Send comments to Administrator, So- 
cial & Rehabilitation Service, Health, Education & Wel- 
fare Dept, Box 2382, Washington, DC 20013. 


Campers & trailers 


Jan. 17, 1975 is deadline for comments on National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) pro- 
posal to extend its car fire protection standards to recrea- 
tional campers & trailers. 


The proposal is a result of a petition filed by the Rec- 
reational Vehicle Institute (RVI), a trade organization 
representing manufacturers of recreational vehicles. RVI 
says there is a similarity in design & materials between 
multipurpose vehicles (which are already covered in the 
standard) & recreational vehicles (which are not covered 
by the standard). Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC), which has accident investigation reports, agrees 
that a potential flammability problem exists. 


Some states have either issued or plan to issue their 
own standards; a Federal standard would have priority 
over inconsistent state standards. 

NHTSA proposes a March 1, 1975, effective date. 


Details—Federal Register: Nov. 15, page 40305. Send com- 
ments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, 400 7th St., SW, Washington, DC 20590. 


Rate Register 


On Dec. 12, 1974, an 8% increase in bus passenger 
fares & express package rates went into effect. (Bus 
companies are major haulers of small packages.) 
Rate increase does not apply to city or metropolitan 
bus systems. 


When the bus companies applied for the rate 
increase, there were no protests, so Interstate Com- 
merce Commission (ICC), which regulates the rates 
of interstate bus companies, placed the rate in- 
crease under investigation “on its own motion.” A 
copy of the order (No. 36105) to investigate the 
legality of the fares & rates will be sent to every 
bus company in the U.S. 


Under ICC procedures, the commission will make 
an announcement at a later date notifying con- 


sumers as to when they may comment on this in- 
crease. 


Unavoidable contaminants 


March 6 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) proposal to set tolerance levels 
for poisonous or otherwise harmful substances in food. 


The proposed regulations set levels for lead in evap- 
orated milk, mercury in fish & aflatoxin in peanuts, corn 
& other grains. 


FDA says that metals such as mercury & lead get 
into our food supply from the soil & sea water—mostly 
through the use of pesticides & industrial chemicals. Afla- 
toxin comes from a mold found in fields where crops are 
grown, & it appears later in these crops. 


Highlights of the proposed rules are: 

@ FDA would reduce the amount of lead permitted in 
evaporated milk to 0.3 parts per million (ppm) from the 
present 0.5 ppm. Since canned evaporated milk contains 
more lead than raw milk that has been concentrated to 
evaporated milk levels, the additional amount of this sub- 
stance comes from the lead used in sealing cans of evap- 
orated milk. Severe lead poisoning damages the central 
nervous system, kidneys & blood cells & can cause death. 

@ FDA would reduce the aflatoxin limit to 15 parts 
per billion (ppb) from the present 20 ppb. The mold grows 
naturally in fields. It has probably been with us for a long 
time, but it was not discovered until the early 1960’s. Afla- 
toxin causes cancer in test animals, 

@ FDA would affirm the present informal mercury 
level of 0.5 ppm in fish & shellfish. Mercury poisoning 
may lead to progressive blindness, deafness, incoordina- 
tion, brain deterioration & death. 

@ FDA defines how it would control unavoidable poi- 
sonous or harmful substances in food, The agency explains 
the difference between a “tolerance” level & an “action” 
level. The proposal on mercury (affirming the present in- 
formal level of 0.5 ppm in fish & shellfish) would be an 
action level. This means FDA would expect to get new in- 
formation from a study now being done & would wait un- 
til it gets those results before setting a formal tolerance. 
A “tolerance” level (setting the level of lead to be per- 
mitted in evaporated milk at 0.3 ppm & reducing the level 
of aflatoxin to 15 ppb) means FDA would have relatively 
complete data on lead & aflatoxin. FDA says it is unlikely 





that technological procedures for limiting these substances 
will improve much in the future. 


Although FDA would like to eliminate all of these 
contaminants from foods, it says it cannot ban all impuri- 
ties & must consider the possibility of serious food short- 
ages if large amounts of food were destroyed because of 
contamination. 


Other provisions of the regulations (1) clarify FDA’s 
relationship with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
on setting action levels for pesticides; (2) describe how im- 
ported products will be regulated; & (3) reaffirm FDA’s po- 
sition that it is illegal to “blend” contaminated food with 
non-contaminated food to reduce the level of contamination 
below an actionable level. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 6, page 42737. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5690 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852, 


Bike safety 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has 
delayed indefinitely its mandatory safety standards for bi- 
cycles sold across state lines. 


Safety standards were scheduled to go into effect to- 
day, but bicycle manufacturers said they could not meet 
this deadline. Therefore, CPSC will soon propose a new ef- 
fective date in addition to several changes in the standard. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 16, 1974, page 43536; 
July 16, 1974, page 26100; May 10, 1973, page 12299. Con- 
SUMER NEWS: Aug 1, 1974. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug 1, 
1974; June 1, 1973. 


Bicyclist safety (continued) 


Jan. 16 is new deadline for comments on National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposal 
to develop highway safety standards to protect bicycle 
riders, 

Organizations such as the American Youth Hostels & 
the League of American Wheelmen petitioned NHTSA 
for an extension of the comment period because these 
organizations felt their members would not have enough 
time to respond without the extension. NHTSA wants to 
consider all comments from the bicycling public in its 
standard-making process. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 16, 1974, page 43557; 
Oct. 15, 1974, page 36864. CONSUMER REGISTER: Nov. 15, 
1974. Send comments to Dockets Section, National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


Travel group charters 


Jan. 3 is deadline for comments on Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) proposal to eliminate the Dec. 31, 1975, 
expiration on Travel Group Charters (TGCs). A TGC is 
a group travel plan under which travelers do not have 
to belong to an “affinity” organization. They are able to 
sign up as individuals with a tour organizer (an indi- 
vidual, a club, an association or anyone who wants to 
organize a tour). 


CAB believes that the TGCs can become a “viable form 
of charter transportation” under liberalized rules adopted 
by CAB Aug 12, 1974. Some of the new liberalized rules 
already in effect are: 

@ To reduce the deadline for filing the list of original 
participants from 90 days to 60 days before the scheduled 
departure date. 

@ To allow a TGC to be filed when at least 90% instead 
of the entire 100‘ of the contracted seats have been sold 
to participants, 

@ To eliminate the standby list for eligible assignees 
of TGC participants &, instead, permit the interests of 
original participants to be assignable to the general 
public. This rule increases the consumer’s chance of get- 
ting refunds under certain circumstances, 


Since CAB has proposed to end all affinity charters by 
the end of 1975 [see CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1974], 
CAB feels that TGC authorizations should continue in- 


definitely to provide economical air transportation for 
consumers. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 4, 1974, page 41995; Aug. 
15, 1974, page 29345. CONSUMER REGISTER: Dec. 15, 1974. 
Send comments to Docket Section, Civil Aeronautics 
3oard, Universal Building, Washington, DC 20428. 


Note 


Office of the Federal Register has published Directory 
of Federal Regional Structure in a special section of its 
Dec. 4, 1974, issue of Federal Register. 


The directory shows a map of 10 Standard Federal 
Regional Boundaries that were established in 1969 to 
streamline Federal field office operations, Agencies were 
urged to adopt the uniform boundary system—those agen- 
cies conforming to the system are listed in the first section 
of the directory. Names of key regional officials (along 
with addresses & telephone numbers) are listed for each 
of the 10 regions. Regional maps of agencies not conform- 
ing to the uniform regional system come after the first 


section along with appropriate names, addresses & tele- 
phone numbers, 


Consumers wishing to get in touch with regional gov- 
ernment officials should find the directory useful. Federal 
Register is usually available in public & college libraries. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 4, 1974, pages 42252 
through 42334. 


Pork in poultry products 


Agriculture Dept. has amended its poultry inspection 
regulations to require all pork used in poultry products be 
treated for trichinae. Agriculture says the amendment will 
insure that the pork which may sometimes be used in spe- 
cialty products, such as turkey & chicken loaves, will be 
safe from trichinae infection. 


No poultry products containing pork are on the market 
at present, but Agriculture anticipates some will soon be. 


This amendment will bring poultry inspection regula- 
tions into line with existing meat inspection regulations. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 9, 1974, page 42900. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal 
Register items deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any 
document required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 
U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by 
Office of the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Sub- 
scription is $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies 


of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 
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